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PPTN's  satellite  dishes 
operate  on  both  C-Band 
and  Ku-Band  to  receive 
programming  from  the 
Public  Broadcasting 
Service,  the  Satellite 
Educational  Resources 
Consortium,  and  other 
national  and  regional 
resources. 


These  statues  and  other  rare 
and  exquisite  objects  are 
featured  m Mummies,  Tombs, 
and  Various  Pieces  of  Ancient 
Egypt,  a PPTN-funded 
program  about  the  Walton 
Hall  of  Ancient  Egypt  in 
the  Carnegie  Museum  of 
Natural  History  in 
Pittsburgh, 


Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  ■ The  Second  Generation 
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he  Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  recently  completed  a 
wide-ranging  study  of  future  directions  for  public  television  as  it 
begins  its  second  generation  of  service  to  the  Commonwealth. 


Over  the  past  20  years,  the  network  has  essentially  achieved  its 
original  goal  of  making  public  television  service  available 
to  all  Pennsylvanians.  Today  approximately  98 
percent  of  the  state  receives  public  television 
coverage  via  broadcast  or  cable  service.  And,  more 
importantly,  public  broadcasting  is  perceived  as  a "public 
good"  and  highly  ranked  as  an  important  community 
service,  according  to  a 1988  statewide  survey. 

But  new  challenges  abound.  Pennsylvania's  economy  is 
growing  slowly.  The  population  is  becoming  older  and  more 
interested  in  the  quality  of  life.  There  is  a modest  rise  in  the 
rural  population. 

In  the  video  marketplace,  competition  continues  to  grow  as  cable 
networks,  fiber-to-the-home,  direct  broadcast  satellites,  high 
definition  television,  VCRs,  interactive  laserdiscs,  and  others  vie  for  a 
share  of  the  rapidly  changing  telecommunications  market. 


What  can  PPTN,  as  a telecommunications  agency,  do  to  meet  these 
challenges?  These  highlights  from  the  Network's  Long  Range  Plan 
outline  its  directions  and  priorities  for  the  90s.  The  complete  study  is 
available  upon  request. 
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PY  T269/7.2  F996d  c.l 

Future  directions  -for  public 
television 

Priority:  To  Create  Programming  of  Unquestioned  Vaiue 


PTN  is  committed  to  funding  programs  that  celebrate 
Pennsylvania's  history  and  heritage  and  will  continue, 
as  well,  to  offer  Pennsylvanians  timely,  in-depth  programs  such 
as  THE  PEOPLE'S  BUSINESS,  Pennsylvania's  only  weekly 
Capitol  newsmagazine. 


But  equally  important  is  the  challenge  to  create  programming  that  is  of 
unquestioned  value  to  the  community  as  a whole.  To  meet  this 
challenge,  PPTN  is  underwriting  a new  series,  PENNSYLVANIA  2000: 
PROJECTS  TO  BUILD  A BEHER  PENNSYLVANIA.  Each  PENNSYLVANIA 
2000  program  focuses  on  a statewide  concern-such  as  the  relatively 
small  number  of  Pennsylvanians  going  on  to  college  or  other  post- 
secondary education-and  works  closely  with  community  groups  to  raise 
awareness  and  seek  solutions  to  the  problem.  And  the  programming  is 
making  a difference.  More  than  5000  students  and  parents  asked  for 
information  about  educational  options  following  the  PENNSYLVANIA 
2000  program  GOING  PLACES:  HOW  TO  GET  TO  COLLEGE. 


Kate  Megargee  hosts 
The  People's  Business, 
PPTN's  award- 
winning,  statewide 
newsmagazine  that 
originates  from  the 
state  capital. 
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Teresa  Mendoza  (left),  an 
employee  at  Good  Lad 
Industries,  is  a student  in  her 
company's  GED  and  English 
as  a Second  Language  (ESL) 
course  taught  by  Matt 
Mehrmann  (right).  This 
workplace  literacy  program 
is  featured  in  Working 
Togclha . part  of  PPTN's 
Pennsylvania  2000: 

Projects  to  Build  a Better 
Pennsylvania  series. 


Public  television  was  among  the  first  to 
recognize  the  tremendous  power  that 
could  be  generated  when  media  and  the 
local  community  work  together  to 
confront  a problem,  create  awareness, 
and  seek  solutions.  THE  CHEMICAL 
PEOPLE,  a media/outreach  project  to 
combat  teenage  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse,  for  example,  began  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1982,  mobilized  communities  across  the 
nation,  and  continues  to  operate  today  with  300  Chemical  People  task 
forces  in  Pennsylvania  and  8000  local  task  forces  nationwide. 


As  part  of  this  community  outreach, 
the  Pennsylvania  Public  Television 
Network  continues  to  focus  on  issues 
of  ongoing  concern:  literacy,  the 
environment,  the  family.  All  are 
closely  tied  to  Pennsylvania's 
economy  and  changing  demographics. 


Shoppers  participate  in 
the  first  "encironmental 
shopping  spree" 
searching  for  the  most 
environmental!}'  sound 
products  on  Saving 
Pennsylvania,  By  the 
Grass  Roots,  part  of 
PPTN's  Pcnnsv/vciniti 
2000:  Projects  to  Build  a 
Better  Pennsylvania 
series. 
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Priority:  To  Become  a Teiecommunications  Resource 


s state  agencies  become  more  sophisticated  and  more  cost- 
conscious  users  of  video,  audio  and  data  communications, 
PPTN  can  act  as  a significant  telecommunications 
resource  within  state  government.  To  help  state 
agencies  monitor,  plan  and  advocate  telecommunications  innovations, 
PPTN  is  uniquely  positioned  to  draw  upon  a reservoir  of  talent  at  the 
network  itself,  at  member  stations,  and  at  public  television  stations  and 
educational  organizations  nationwide  that  are  involved  in  pioneering 
new  telecommunications  initiatives. 


PPTN's  seven-meter 
steerable  satellite  dish 
is  capable  of  accessing 
programming  from 
any  domestic  C-Band 
satellite. 
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PPTN  currently  operates  the  state's  only  two-way,  fully  interactive 
videoconferencing  system,  interconnecting  seven  conveniently  located 
sites  across  the  state.  This  system  can  be  a valuable  resource  for  time- 
saving, cost-effective  meetings  of  state  agencies  and  non-profit 
organizations. 


As  just  one  example  of  how  telecommunications  can  expand  state 
resources,  PPTN's  satellite  downlink  made  it  possible  for  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Health  staff  to  monitor  the  entire  International  AIDS 
Conference  in  San  Francisco  live  from  PPTN's  Network  Operations 
Center  in  Hershey.  PPTN  also  taped  the  conference  for  use  as  a 
continuing  resource. 


Since  the  network  began  operations,  PPTN  stations  have  been  linked  by 
a microwave  network.  But  what  about  the  future?  How  will  global, 
national  and  state  telecommunications  options  and  opportunities  affect 
public  television  in  Pennsylvania?  PPTN  is  committed  to  working  with 

relevant  state  and  national  agencies  to  assure 
that  Pennsylvania  viewers  always  will  have 
access  to  educational  and  informational 
programs  whether  they  are  delivered  via 
microwave,  cable,  fiber,  or  satellite  networks. 


PPTN's  computer  operated  Network  Operations  Center 
is  fully  stereophonic.  It  operates  18  hours  a day,  seven 
days  a week,  recording  and  transmitting  programs  for 
use  by  PPTN's  seven  member  stations. 
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Priority:  To  Encourage  Advanced  Learning  Technoiogies 

and  its  member  stations  have  delivered  instructionai 
television  programs  to  schools  statewide  since  1971. 
y||  Today  more  than  80  series  are  avaiiable  to  schools,  together  with 
curricuium  guides  and  a variety  of  individuaiized  teacher  services. 

Public  television  is  committed  to  expanding  its  service  to  schools  by 
incorporating  advanced  learning  techniques  and,  since  1988,  PPTN  has 
been  a partner  in  the  nationwide  Satellite  Educational  Resources 

I 

Consortium  (SERC).  Through  SERC,  students  in  82  rural  and  poor  ‘ 
urban  schools  in  Pennsylvania  are  receiving  interactive  courses  via 
sateliite  in  Russian,  Japanese,  physics,  math,  economics  and  world  ^ 
geography.  PPTN  also  is  underwriting  Learning  Link,  a newf 
interactive  computer  service  that  allows  teachers  to  tap  into 
comprehensive  databases  for  information  about  daytime  and  prime 
time  public  television  programs  that  fit  specific  classroom  needs. 
Learning  Link  also  encourages  teachers  to  participate  in  nationwide  and 
statewide  forums  and  general  discussion  centers  to  exchange  research 
and  teaching  strategies.  Both  SERC  and  Learning  Link  open  new 
windows  of  opportunity  for  Pennsylvania's  more  isolated  rural  schools. 

Many  challenges  lie  ahead.  How  can  PPTN  stations  better  serve 
schools  that  rely  more  on  VCRs  than  broadcast  TV  for  classroom 
instruction?  How  can  PPTN  expand  the  use  of  Penntext,  the  daily  news 
and  information  TV  text  service  for  hearing  impaired  children  and  adults 
in  Pennsylvania?  How  can  PPTN  help  to  secure  adequate  funding  for 
the  use  of  educational  technologies  in  all  Pennsylvania  schools? 


Scjuarc  One  TV, 
produced  by 
Children's  Television 
Workshop,  helps  to 
address  the  nation's 
mathematics  crisis  by 
making  math 
accessible  and  fun  for 
third  through  sixth 
graders. 
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Nancy  Aponick, 

ITV  Manager  at 
WITF-TV  updates  a 
curriculum  database 
for  the  Learning 
Link  interactive 
computer  service 
that  is  being  offered 
to  schools  statewide 
by  PPTN  and  its 
member  stations. 


Students  use 
keypads,  computers, 
and  telephones  to 
interact  immediately 
with  their  instructors 
during  distance 
learning  courses 
offered  b\'  the 
Satellite  Educational 
Resources 
Consortium. 
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PPTN's  microwave  tower 
is  part  of  a 1600-mile, 
two-way  interconnect 
that  links  PPTN  and  its 
member  stations.  Signals 
go  from  the  network's 
Operations  Center  to  this 
tower  via  a fiber  optic 
connection. 


Dr.  J.W.  Hastings  studies 
the  daily  rhythms  of  a 
single-celled  marine  plant 
in  his  laboratory  at 
Harvard  University.  His 
work  IS  featured  in  "The 
Living  Clock,"  a program 
in  The  Infinite  Voyage 
series,  which  is 
broadcast  nationwide 
and  produced  by 
WQED-TV  m 
association  with  the 
National  Academy  of 
Sciences. 
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Priority:  To  Obtain  Increased  Funding 

for  Infrastructure,  Operations  and  Programming 


ost  PPTN  stations  have  been  on  the  air  for  more  than  a 
quarter  century.  Some  are  still  operating  with  obsolete 
original  equipment.  Each  year  the  problem  grows 
worse.  Costly  repairs  are  needed  just  to  stay  on  the 
air.  And  neither  the  stations  nor  PPTN  have  been  able  to  find  the 
necessary  funds  to  purchase  expensive  capital  equipment  or  to  match 
potential  equipment  grants  from  federal  or  other  sources. 

PPTN  must  continue  to  pursue  one-time  equipment 
funding  from  the  state  to  preserve  the  Commonwealth's 
public  television  system  and  to  enhance  public 
television's  proven  ability  to  bring  new  money  into  the 
state  for  regional  and  national  program  production.  Public 
television  is  an  investment  that  has  paid  off  by 
contributing  as  an  industry  and  as  a community  resource  to 
both  the  economy  and  the  quality  of  life  in  Pennsylvania. 

As  a state  telecommunications  agency,  PPTN  has  a mandate 
to  work  with  relevant  state  agencies  to  assess  future  options 
for  high  definition  television  (HDTV)  and  to  find  ways  for  public  television 
stations  to  meet  HDTV's  projected  costs.  While  high  definition 
television  produces  a dramatically  better  picture,  broadcasters  estimate 
that  it  will  cost  millions  of  dollars  to  convert  their  facilities  to  produce 
and  transmit  HDTV  programs.  Few  people  believe  HDTV  will  be  a major 
factor  in  broadcasting  before  the  year  2000,  but  the  Congressional 
Budget  Office  estimates  that  HDTV  could  become  a $28.5  billion 
market  by  2010. 
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Priority:  To  Provide  Statewide  Coverage 

Ok  ne  of  PPTN's  original  mandates  was  to  make  free,  over-the- 
I air  public  television  available  to  all  Pennsylvanians.  Today 
* PPTN  stations  reach  about  92  percent  of  the  population 
by  direct  broadcast  and  98  percent  through  broadcast  and 
local  cable  systems. 

Continued  effort  must  be  made  to  extend  over-the-air  broadcast  to  100 
percent  of  the  population  and  to  ensure  that  PPTN  stations  are  carried 
on  ail  cable  systems  and  on  any  future  fiber-to-the-home  or  direct 
broadcast  satellite  networks.  In  Waynesboro,  Pennsylvania,  for 
example,  the  cable  system  dropped  its  PPTN  station  in  favor  of  a 
Maryland  Public  Television  station,  depriving  local  residents  of  a vital 
link  to  Pennsylvania  news  and  programming.  A statewide  presence 
becomes  increasingly  important  as  satellite  broadcasts  and  national 
cable  systems  homogenize  issues  and  fail  to  provide  Pennsylvanians 
with  a statewide  focus  on  issues  of  vital  concern. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  about  Future  Directions  for  Public 
Television,  both  an  executive  summary  and  the  full  report  are  available 
at  no  charge.  Please  indicate  your  preference  and  send  your  request  to: 

The  Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network 
24  Northeast  Drive,  P.  0.  Box  397 
Hershey,  Pennsylvania  17033 
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Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  station 
viewing  areas.  The  viewing  areas  shown  may  vary 
because  of  cable  carriage  or  signal  overlap. 


Josh  Green  (right),  director  of 
ceramics  at  the  Manchester 
Craftsmen's  Guild,  and  Katrina 
Weber,  a foreign  exchange  student 
from  Peru  attending  Peabody 
High  School,  work  on  "Big  Face," 
a sculptured  face  in  pillow  form. 
The  Guild  is  featured  in  A Blue 
Ribbon  Celebration,  part  of  the 
Pennsylvania  2000:  Projects  to 
Build  a Better  Pennsylvania  series. 
The  program  profiled  a variety  of 
successful  cultural  organizations 
across  the  state. 
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Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  Staff 


Executive  Office 

Communications 

Technicians 

H.  Sheldon  Parker  Jr. 

Joan  D.  Aufiero 

Paul  E.  Borusky 

General  Manager 

Director  of  Communications 

Robert  K.  Boulware 

Earl  J.  Gibson  Jr. 

Richard  A.  Jones 

Deputy  General  Manager 

Program  Operations 

Marlin  E.  Hobaugh 
James  H.  Mears 

Violet  A.  Shoemaker 

Administrative  Secretary 

Marianne  Markey 

Manager  of  Network 

Scheduling 

Robert  J.  Padamonsky 

Constance  R.  Crowder 

Clerk-Typist/Receptionist 

Gary  L.  Schlegel 

Traffic  Manager 

Fiscal  Office 

Winifred  Kostoff 

Traffic  Manager 

Steven  Schaeffer 

Director  of  Rscal  Management 

Operations  Center 

Lorraine  Crandall 

Rscal  Assistant 

Ronald  T.  Lask 

Director  of  Engineering 

Robert  Homer 

and  Operations 

Rscal  Assistant 

Richard  E.  Kaelberer 

Ronnie  A.  Smith 

Robert  E.  Swank 

Assistant  Directors/Technical 
Operations 

Dale  F.  Stough 

Manager/Technical  Support 
Services 

Outdoor  Pamsvivania,  a 
popular  PPTN-funded 
series,  continues  to  draw 
a growing  audience 
throughout  the  state  as  it 
encourages  viewers  to 
enjoy  the  outdoors  and 
work  to  protect  the 
environment. 
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Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  Stations 


WLVT-TV 
Channel  39 
Mountain  Drive 
Bethlehem,  PA  18015 

WQLN-TV 
Channel  54 
8425  Peach  Street 
Erie,  PA  16509 

WITF-TV 
Channel  33 

1982  Locust  Lane,  Box  2954 
Harrisburg,  PA  17105 

WHYY-TV 
Channel  12 

Independence  Mall  West 
150  North  Sixth  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19106 


WQED-TV 
Channel  13 
4802  Rfth  Avenue 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15213 

WVIA-TV 
Channel  44 

The  Public  Broadcasting  Center 
Old  Boston  Road 
Pittston,  PA  18640 

WPSX-TV 
Channel  3 
Wagner  Annex 

The  Pennsylvania  State  University 
University  Park,  PA  16802 


Funding 

Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network 

Network  Operating  Fund  (Fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1990) 


MEMO 

I’ciHisylviinia  Public 
lelcvision  Network 


A Word  of  Explanation 


The  publication  of  the  1990  PPTN  Annual 
Report  was  questionable  due  to  fiscal  problems  facing 
the  network  and  the  Commonwealth.  Because  of  frequent 
printing  delays,  it  has  been  almost  a year  since  the 
report  was  originally  written. 


Due  to  unexpected  budget  reductions,  some  of 
the  programming  for  the  current  fiscal  year  has  been 
altered  from  v^hat  is  reflected  in  the  attached. 


The  report  highlights  the  public  television 
network’s  planning  directions  and  priorities  for  the 
90s.  Without  the  necessary  resources  to  implement  the 
desired  goals,  however,  they  will  not  be  achieved — or 
will  at  least  be  postponed. 


The  PPTN  Commission  invites  your  help  and  the 
help  of  all  Pennsylvanians  in  meeting  important  public 
telecommunications  needs. 


24  Nortlicast  Drive,  I’.O.  Box  397,  llcrslicx,  PA  I /()33 

\\  I .\  I /Allentown  • W QLN/L'.rie  • \\  I / /'  / liirr/s/iwri;  • \\  I D A /Vlnldilcll^lna 

W A lA/Scrcinton  • W’Ql/D/PUtsburgh  • WQl.X/ViiAhnrgh  • WPSA/l'nivcnilv  Park 


Funding 

Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network 

Network  Operating  Fund  (Fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1990) 


Networking  Commission  & Executive  Offices  $ 471,736 

Rscal  Office  410,139 

Communications  Office  80,914 

Technical  Operations  1,684,645 

Network  Scheduling  122,322 


Grants  to  PPTN  Stations 

Operating  Grants 


Programming  Grants 


Total  Network  Ooerating  Fund 

$2,769,756 

General  Operations 

Capital  Equipment  & Facilities 

Minority  Training 

$3,166,000 

700.000 

154.000 

Sub-total 

$4,020,000 

Program  Acquisition/Local  Production 
Promotion 

Community  Service 

Statewide  Program  Production 

Statewide  Program  Promotion 

$1,878,000 

75.000 

94.000 
1,642,500 

129,500 

Sub-total 

$3,819,000 

Total  Grants  to  PPTN  Stations 

$7,839,000 

Total  ADorooriation 

$10,608,756 

Funding  Sources  for 

Public  Television  in  Pennsylvania 


Federal 17.01% 

Commonwealth 14.66% 

Universities,  Schools  & Local  Government 4.28% 

Foundations,  Business  & Industry. 25.02% 

Membership  & Other  Station  Fundraising 36.37% 

Miscellaneous 2.66% 


Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  Station  Management 
(1989-90) 

WLVT-TV  Sheldon  P.  Siegel,  President  and  General  Manager 
WQLN-TV  Robert  B.  Clark,  Acting  General  Manager 
WITFTV  Stewart  Cheifet,  President  and  General  Manager 
WHYY-TV  Dr.  Frederick  Breitenfeld  Jr.,  President 
WQED-TV  Lloyd  E.  Kaiser,  President 
VWIA-TV  Dr.  John  E.  Walsh,  President  and  General  Manager 
WPSX-TV  John  Grant,  Manager 


Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network  Commission  (1989-90) 


Commission  Officers 

Chairman 

Mr.  Philip  I.  Berman 

Allentown 

Vice  Chairman 

Mr.  Louis  I.  Pollock 

President 

Morris  Coupling  Company 
Erie 

Commission  Members 

Hon.  Roy  C.  Afflerbach 

Senate  of  Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg 

Mrs.  Carol  R.  Brown 

Chairman 

Pennsylvania  Council  on  the  Arts 
Pittsburgh 

Hon.  Raymond  Bunt  Jr. 

House  of  Representatives 
Harrisburg 

Hon.  Donald  M.  Carroll  Jr. 

Secretary 

Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education 
Harrisburg 

Mr.  Bart  H.  Cavanagh  Sr. 

President 

The  Cavanagh  Funeral  Homes 
Philadelphia 

Dr.  Helen  B.  Craig 

Research  Director 

Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Deaf 
Pittsburgh 

Ms.  Myrna  M.  Delgado 

Bilingual  Education  Advisor 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education 
Harrisburg 

Mr.  Marlowe  Froke 

General  Manager 

Division  of  Media  and  Learning  Resources 
The  Pennsylvania  State  University 
University  Park 

Mrs.  Penelope  M.  Gerber 

Consultant 

Penllyn 

Joseph  D.  Hughes,  Esq. 

Pittsburgh 


Hon.  Charles  D.  Lemmond  Jr. 

Senate  of  Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg 

Mr.  Douglas  G.  Lovell  Jr. 

President 

Addwell  Industries,  Inc. 

Villanova 

Mr.  Timothy  Potts 

Secretary's  Designee 

Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education 

Harrisburg 

Mr.  Sheldon  P.  Siegel 

President  and  General  Manager 
WLVT-TV 

Allentown/Bethlehem 

Dr.  Enrico  A.  Serine 

Director  of  Academic  Advising 
Mansfield  University 
Mansfield 

Mr.  Richard  Stafford 

President 

FARR  Communications,  Inc. 

Somerset 

Dr.  Patrick  F.  Toole 

Executive  Director 

Central  Susquehanna  intermediate  Unit 
Lewisburg 

Dr.  Albert  C.  Van  Dusen 

Vice  Chancellor  and  Professor  Emeritus 

University  of  Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh 

Hon.  Peter  C.  Wambach 

House  of  Representatives 
Harrisburg 

Advisory  Members 

(Non-voting) 

Staff 

Mr.  H.  Sheldon  Parker  Jr. 

Secretary-Treasurer  and  Chief  Executive  Officer 
Pennsylvania  Public  Television  Network 
Hershey 

Legal  Counsel 

Rosalyn  K.  Robinson,  Esq. 

Deputy  General  Counsel 
Harrisburg 

Comptroller 

Mr.  Ronald  Blough 

Comptroller 

Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education 
Harrisburg 


